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Qur Foreign Commerce,

The statistics of our exports and im-
ports for the eleven months ending with
November indicate that our total foreign
oommerce this year will beat all past
records. F¥or November our imports
amounted to $95,000,000. This is an in-
crease of $18,000,000 over November, 1903,
For the elevep months they amounted to
$989,000,000, a8 against $917,000,000 in 1903,
an increase of $22,000,000.

Our exporte for the year are likely
to show a falling off of from $5,000,000
to $10,000,000. Their diminution for the
eleven months was $5,000,000, as compared
with the same period of 1803,

I'n round figures, our foreign commeroe
for this calendar year will be:

$2,475,000,000

That our total exports for the eleven
months were only $5,000,000 short of the

off $04,000,000 in breadstuffs, is encourag-
ing news for our factories and factory
workers.

| No Constitution for Russia,
The subjects of NicHOLAS II, have

stone. We learn fram our correspond-
ent' at St. Petersburg that on Monday,
the Czar'’s name .day, the hoped. for
manifesto granting the petition of the
zemstvos for representative institutions.
did not appear, but, instead, was issued a
circular note commanding the Provin-
cial Qovernors to prevent the zemstvos
from disoussing hereafter the question
of a Constitution. The Reactionists have
triumphed once more, and there remains
for Russian patriots mo resource but
revolution,

To those conversant with the state of
things at the St. Petersburg Court, it has
from the first been patent that the at-
tempt to secure any substantial conces-
sions in the direction of representative
institutions had scarely any chance of
spuccess. There seems, indeed, to be
no doubt that Prince SVIATOPOLK MIR-
S8KY, the present Minister of the Interior,
like®Lor18 MELIEOFF, who occupied the
same office a quarter of a century ago,
sincerely desires to see the autocracy |
transformed into a constitutional mon-
archy. The present Czar, however, is
far from 'possessing his grandfather's
independence of mind. and firmmess of
character. Only a very remarkable man
can resist the benumbing effect of the
palace atmosphere and sustain a Liberal
Minister in a course intensely obnoxious
to the imperial family.

In spite of the rigérous censorship to
which the press is subjected, there does
exist such a thing as public opinion in
Russia, but seldom or never does it reach
the throne. A weak soverrign is easily
infected with suspicion of an adviser
swho criticises the existing political sys-
tem and urges drastio changes, for such
an adviser is unsupported by any one
who has the means of approaching the
Czar familiarly and the courage to tell
him the truth concerning what goes on
about him. The only persons who can
dothis are the Czar's relatives, the Grand
Dukes. As Mr. HuGo GaANZ has lately
pointed out in his book “The Land of
Riddles,” his relatives represent to the
Czar public opinion, and as long as they
have no interest in placing themselves
on the side of the reformers, go long, ac-
cording to physico-psychological laws,
will the voice of the real public opinion
Jose power in ppoportion to the square of

all anonymous enlightenment and un-
willing to miake themselves the victims |
‘of their conscience produce no more than |
A momentary. impreségion. s |

The publie eptnion which forced even |
ALEXANDER IL,, relatively strong minded ;
as he was, into the war with Turkey was
the opinion of the belligerent Grand !
Dukes. The public opinion which to-day |
rules NicHoLas II. and prevents the |
counsels of Russian Liberals from gain- |
ing careful and favorable consideration t
is that of the Grand Dukes, who move
only in the narrowest court eircles and
in those of the reactionary bureaucracy.
The present, Czar has had during the.!
last twelve months a painful proof of |
the untrustworthiness of the information |
emanating from his relatives, for they
made him believe  that the Japanese
affair was well on.the way toward a
peaceful settlement, while at the same |
time, by dilatdry tactics and incessant
preparations, theg provoked the Mikado
to declare war.

‘While the Russian sovereign, however, |
may distrust his entourage, he cannet |
help himself. Theirs is the only voice
he hears. Thetre is but one way in which
a ruler can secure veracious information.
That ig, of course, by the introduction of
a free press and an independent national
assembly. Not that it is always easy
to discern the truth in the chaotic con-
fusion of assertions made by unmuzzled
sournalists and members of Parliament;

ut he who bears the responsibility of
sovereignty must not be dauntad' by

| nothing can penetrate,

such difficulties. As MTLTON pointed out
long ago in his “Areopagitica,” there is
absolutely no other means of gaining a |
hearing for the truth but by conceding
equal freedom to the utterance of false-

hood. “Let truth and falsehood grap-
ple, " he said; “so truth'be in the field, we '
do injurionsly to misdoubt her strength.” |

All recent ecommpetent ohservers who !

hlv.hldu;'oeutouu!{wim rt

conour with Mr, GANZ in declaring that
at Bt. Petersburg to-day, as at Versailles
in 1788, the fundamental evil is that the
sovereign cannot hear the truth. The

| autocracy, or rather bureaucracy, has
surrounded itself with bulwarks which |
In Russia now, |
| chemjstry, without which a satisfactory |

as in the France of the ancien régime,
an earthquake is needed to make a breach.

| Mr. GANZ testifies that in the judgment of
| all the thinking Russians whom he met

such an earthquake is mnearer than is
generally supposed. The war now going
on in the Far East threatens the financial
collapse of a political system held to-
gether only by foreign loans; just as it

| was the rotten finance of the Bourbon
| monarchy that ultimately forced Lovis

XVI. to summon the States-General to
his aid. They came to aid, and they
remained to wreck.

Practical lduéntlol of Gru‘dlneﬁ in
Medicine,

The reception recently given to the
Board of Trustees and the Medical Staff
of tho New York Polyclinio Medical
School and Hospital in East Thicty-
fourth street, to celebrate the twenty-
second anniversary of this inst:imdon.
was an occasion worthy of more than
ordinary notice.

The Polyoclinic was the pioneer medical
school of its kind on the American conti-
nent, being the first organization not
associated with an existing undergrad-
uate medical college which undertook
to give laboratory and clinical courses
of study to graduates in medicine. The
movement which it inaugurated in this
city spread rapidly, resulting in the es-
tablishment of similar post-graduate
schools in all the principal cities of the
United States, exerting in this and in
other ways a powerful influence in’ ele-
vating the standard of medical education
in the United States. '

When this school was opened in 1882
practioally all of our medical colleges,
without regard to the preliminary men-
tal equipment of their matriculants,
granted diplomas which legalized their
students as practitioners iafter three,
and in some of these imstitutions after
only two, courses of lectures; while now
in less than a quarter of a century these
same oolleges require a rigid examinatjon
before matriculation and a four years
course of college study. Even with all
this advance since that period there is
yet much to be desired. Few men grad-
uating in medicine can hope to be suc-
cessful in the earlier years of their work
without that practical bedside and labo-
ratory knowledge which is essential to
making them the competent and safe

guardians of the health and life of those ! A
| the great apostle of unionism may thus

| publicly and flagrantly violate the tenets

whom they attend; for, although the
theoretical branches are now taught with
great thoroughness by practically all of
the American colleges, all possible per-
fection in the theory of medicine does not
render one competent in praétice.

In order to train & physician two ways
are open. The first and better method

is an apprenticeship as interne in a hos- |

pital immediately under the instruction
of a visiting staff who in general are men
of ripe experience. After two years of
hospital work one can scarcely fail to be
made familiar with the various forms of

\injury and disease and to become a safe

practitioner.

It is unfortunate, however, that, under
existing conditions, of the several thou-
sand graduates that are turned out an-
nually from our medical colleges, so few
gre the hospital appointments that not
ten in every hundred can avail them-
selves of this privilege.

The second method is a course of prac-

tical study under competent specialists |

in the various departments of medicine
and surgery in a ‘school to which is
attached a hospital, a dispensary and a
laboratory for bacteriologic and analytic
work. Tn such an institution a large
number of patients, among those too
poor to pay for treatment or for board,
or even for the medicines necessary in
treatment, may be cared for, and while
being kindly treated furnish the means
of demonstrating the most modern
methods of diagnosis and treatment of
disease and injury. To this method of
teaching nine-tenths of the graduates
must be referred for a practical training,
and it was the necessity for this particu-
lar work that brought the New York
Polyclini¢ Medical School and Hospital
into being.

In the twenty-two yvears of its ex-

istence nearly eight thousand physicians '
While-a |
large proportion of these were from the

have matriculated as students.

United States and Canada, Australia,
Japan, China, and in fact all civilized
countries have sent their quota to this
institution of learning.' It is evident that
the benefits of Buch practical teaching
are not confined to those members of the
profession who personally attend the
oourses of instruction, for each of these,
returning to his home, becomes in a
measure an instructor to those who are

| not able to visit the great medical

centres.
While the Polyclinic administers every

year gratuitously to a large number of |

the city's poor, holding the welfare and
comfort of these patients who intrust

| themselves to its care as a first require-

ment, it claims to be strictly an educa-
tional institution,. believing
higher usefulness can be achieved than
in the more thoroughly scientific and
practical education of the members of
the medical profession in all that.per-
tains to the preservation of the public
health and the treatment of the sick and
injured.

A surprising and none the less grati-
fying feature of the report whichs the
president submitted was that the medical
gtaff who give their time to teaching
and to the treatment of more than ten
thousand patients every year do not
now, nor have they in the history of the
institution ever received any compensa-
tion for their servioes, and as an addi-

.tional evidence of the enthusiasm and

devotion of these men to their work was

| the further statement from the treasurer

that these physicians had out of their
own pockets for this year paid off a mort-
gage of $37,020 upon the property of the
Polyclinic.  This, taken in connection
with the further fact that it is practically
impossible to make clinical and labora-
tory teaching self-sustaining, since such
instruction is of real value only when the

classes are so limited in' number that-the

fees from students are not sufficient to |
pay for the support and care of the neces- !
sarily large clihical material, together
with the additional hedvy burden of ex-
pense in the maintenance of laboratories |
of hacteriology, pathology -and analytic

knowledge of medicine and surgery can- |
pot be obtained, makes it all the more |
surprising that this institution has been |
able to maintain |tself. '

It is to the discredit of this community
that although New Yotk city is the me-
tropolis of this oontinent, it i not the
medical centre of the United States, It
is surpassed by two, and probably by
three other cities of smaller size, for the
reason that there either the State or
municipal governments or wealthy phil-
anthropists give largely to the support
and development of similar institutions.
That our city stands even in the third
or fourth place in medical education is
due not to the public spirit of the wealth-
fer men of this community, but to the
enterprise and professional pride of our
phyeicians, It is estimated that ten
thousand ‘dollars is given to the educa-
tion of ministers of the Gospel for every
thousand devoted to increasing the prac-
tical knowledge of graduates in medicine
and surgery.

Notwithstanding the fact that the
Polyclinio has year after year shown a
deficit due to the care of its clinical mate-
rial, each year this deficit has been sup-
plied by its medical staff either in cash
contributions or by personally solicited
donations.

After nearly a quarter of a century of
practical experiencs in all that pertains
to post-graduate aedical instruction,
having outgrown their present facilities
to such an extent that they can no longer
reap the full fruition »f their work, the
trustees and stafl have undertaken to
raise sufficlent funds for a new building,
constructed and equipped with especial
regard to their requirements, by which
with the aid of suitable endowment they
may perpetuate this institution.

The New York Polyclinic Medical
School and Hoepital deserves this recog-
nition.

Mr. Gompers at a Banquet,

It is reported that at a recent meeting
of the Central Federated Union Mr.
SAMUEL GOMPERS, the president of the
American Federation of Labor, was

Inon-union cigars and was served by
l non-union waiters.

| better bread than non-union bakers,

roundly scored because he sat at the
banquet of the National Civic Federa-
tion and ate non-union bread, smoked

The point seems to be well taken, If

of his organization and accept service,
from non-union waiters, wipe his lips
with a napkin which does not bear the
union label, and which may have been
washed in a non-union laundry where
the soap used was made in an open shop,
unionism loses very much of its vital
force. ‘

The plaint of the Central Federated
Union may seem ridiculous, but it has
its serious side. It points to the proper
Junction of all unionism, and to the only
sound and sure foundation on which
unionism can rest. If union bakers make

everybody will want the union brand.
If union cigarmakers turn out a better |
cigar than those made by non-unionists,
everybody will smoke union cigars. That
is, if unionism means superiority it will
triumph.

Mr. GOMPERS at the banquet may have
fallen from union grace, but his conduct
serves to point a moral. He should con- |
fess judgment, and reorganize his indus- |
trial household on a basis of meritorious |
gervice and quality of product, in pla(-e]
of the club of the strike and the whip of |
the beycott.
followers.

An Attempt to Divide Responsibility
In a Hanglng,

From Richmond, Va., comes the report
of a new idea applied to the administra-
tion of justice. JAMES GOODE is to die on
the scaffold to-morrow, and this is to be
the method of his hanging, according to
the report dated Dec. 19:

that no !

“ Oty Sergeant SMITH got the erection of a scaf-

| fold well under way to-day, and then began 1o look |
for some one to spring the trap. But his deputies, |
one and all, declined the task, and each Intimated |

that he would resign before he would cause the

So can he best serve his |

| creatlon.

death of & man.

E would attach & number of strings to the trap and
| give an end (o each mau and let all pull together
!'nn glven signal.  This propositlon proved satls-
| factory Lo the deputles.”

! Each deputy was unwilling to pull the
i cord that should send a man to death,
l even in a punishment decreed by the law
| whose agent he was; but each was willing
| to pull one of six cords, thus practically
| making six executions instead of one,
| and to do one-sixth of the killing. The !
:.(heory is that by increasing the number
| of men and cords the respongibility of
| the individual participants will be dimin- -
ished, in mathematical phrase, in“inverse
ratio.” The sophistry of these deputies |
is a novel extension+of the principle of
the “infinitesimal recess.”

In truth, of cotirse, every man who en-
gages in "that execution incurs the same |
responsibility as though he alone sprung
the trap. In ethical responsibility there
is no arithmetic; division does not apply.
It may be comforting to the squad that
exeoutes a condemned military offender !
to know that one cartridge is blank; yet |
every man that presses a trigger is as
much the instrument of justice as any
other, whether his cartridge be blank or |
loaded with the fatal ball. i

‘The Dead and the Living. {

To TAR EDITOR OF THE SUX-Sir: The apeient |
Roman maxim was 10 speak nothing of the dead
except good: but I go further and say. think only
good of the dead. for they know our thoughts-
know what we think about them.

1 have sat talking at middsy with a fricnd about
a person long since dead, when 1o my scrprise my
companion’s countenance changed, a slight tremor
ran through the system. the eyelids drooped mnd
closed for & minute or two, then opened and there
was &n expression of our dead friend on the
features. FEven the voloe sounded llke it 1

Even children are mediums.  How often we hear |
1t sald, “There, how much that child makes me |
think of Wts grandmether, or grandfather, long |
sinoe dead.” Take the child on your knee and hear |

It prastie, with ideas beyond Its years, and you say:
“What an old bead ou young shoulders.”

\
]

Bostox, Dee. In 4. 5. Daoerrt,

“ Then the Clty Sergeant aonounced that he |

| Teddy's.

| Gales says that in the South “the farm, the work-

FROM THE NILE TO SUAKIN,

 Before long thé Anglo-Egyptian Sudan
will have a railroad conneoting the Nlle with
the Red Sea, and giving that vast Inland |
region the short cut to the ocean that'is Im- |
peratively demanded by its growing commer-
cial interests. About thirty miles of trauk
have heen lald eastward from the conflu-
ence of the Nile and Atbara rivers; and at '
the port of Suakin a large foroe is grappling |
with the chief difficulties to be found on

the route, the cutting of the roadbed across

the coast mountains. The enterprise is thus |
in full swing at both ends of the line. i

Over twenty years ago it was thought
that this railroad would be pushed through
to the Nile as a military necesaity. What
was wanted was a rall route from the Red
Sea to Berber, a little north of the Atbara’s
mouth, so that troops and supplies might
quickly be carried within easy reaoh of
Omdurman, where the Mahdist power
might be attacked in its greatest centre. A
large amount of railroad material was
landed at Suakin and in a short time mili-
tary trains were running a few miles inland
to Otao. But the task was too difficult
with Mahdist foroes swarming on/every
side. For months there had been hard
fighting in the region around Suakin, The
Anglo-Egyptian forces never got a firm
foothold in this region, through which the
caravan route between Suakin and Berber
passes, till Kitchener went up the Nile and
captured the Mahdist capital. The railroad
project was abandoned and never revived
until recently. .

The railroad will be comparatively s
Following the winding desert caravan
route, the distance between the Nile and the
sea is only 250 miles. Travellers well sup-
plied with food and water have made the
journey in less than a week. The usual
caravan time is fifteen days. When the
railroad iz completed the journey will be
made in the daylight of one day. Then the
era of the large trading caravan, tolling
slowly over the wide sandy traocte and lin-
gering beside the brackish wells, will be
closed, Probably Borber will never be the
river port through which the produots of
the upper Sudan will be carried to the sea,
for it has never recovered from ita three
days bombardment by Anglo-Egyptian
cannon. But the mouth of the Atbara,
where an American - steel bridge orosseas
it, will be the collecting centre for the ex-
ports of the Sudan; and the Nile, linked with
the Red Bea, will become its commeroial
affluent.

Even the slow and costly caravan trans-
port has been of the greatest importance to
the Egyptian Sudan. Before the Mahdist
war from 20,000 to 80,000 camels annually
crossed between Berber and Suakin; but
only the most valuable products could bear
the cost of camel transportation. Various
gums were among the ohief commodities
carried. The Sudan is looking forward to
the export of cotton and grain, and such
articles are too cheap and heavy for trans-
port by animals over considerable distanoces.
The railroad has become a necessity if the
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan is to add its pro-
ductive power to the world’s resources.

The road is a necessity because the long
rail and water route down the Nile to the
Mediterranean is very costly. There seems
to be no prospect of cheap freights by this
route, for the locomotives on the long desert
railroad up the Nile are fired by coal that
costs $10 a ton at Wady Halfa, the starting
point of theroad. The distance from Khar-
tum down the Nileto Alexandria on the Med-
iterranean is 1,300 miles of railroad and 200
of water. When this new railroad across
the southern part of the Nubian desert is
completed, Khartum will be separated
from the sea by only 470 mies of steam
routes. Sea freights will rule for the re-
mainder of the journey to the great northern
markets, and the port of the Sudan will be
the best harbor on the Red Sea coast.

The day when the road is finished will
be worth celebrating in the eastern Sudan,
for it will mark the [second vital event es-
sential to its progress. Release from the
shackles of prohibitive freight rates will
have followed the Sudan's escape from the
bondage of Mahdism. _

Pr. Lyman Abbett and Tom Palne.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Permit me to
call attention to a curious and to me very {nterest-
ing parallelism:

THE REV, LYMAX ABBOTT.

The Ten Command-
ments did not spring
n\ronunmu-ly from
Moses, but were, lke all

TOM PAINE.

The Commandments
Carry no Internal evi-
dence of divinlty with
them; they contain some
good moral precepts,
Such as any man quall-
fied to be a lawgliver, or
& legislator, could pro-
duce hfuself, withous
having recourse 1o sup-
ernatural intervention.

In fine, do we want to
know what God a7
Search not the book
called the Scripture,
which any human hand
might make, but the
Scripture called the Cre-
atlon.

The only |dea man can
afMx to the name of God
is that of & Nirst cause, the
cause of all things.

Do we want to con-
template his power® We
see it in the Immensity of
the Creatlon. Do we
want 10 conlemplate His
wisdom? Wesee it in the
unrhwgnble order by
which the Incomprebens -
ible whole Is governed,

W. H. GARRIBON,

laws, a gradual growth;
and that man Is & crea-
ture of evolution, not a

1 belleve in a God who
1z In and through andof
everything—not &n ab-
sentee God, whom we
have to reach through a
Hible or a priest or some
other outside ald, but a
God who Is closer to us
than hands or feet.

There Is only one en
ergy. That enrrry has
always been working. It
Is an Intelligent energy.
No scientist can deny It.

My God Is a great and
ever present force, which
Is manifest in all the ac-
tivitles of man and all
the workings of nature.

New YORK, Dec. 19,

A Question from Newburgh,
To TRE EpiToR OF TRE SUN—Sir: The Newburgh
Daly News, Governor-Chairman Odell's official

! organ. printed an editorial on March 7, 1901, two

days after the Inauguration of President Roose-
velt as Vice President, under the heading “Bona-
parte and Odell”

“A Newburgh gentleman,” sald this editorial, “re-
marked that the reports of the Insuguration In our
dallles read much ke Scott's description of the
anclent lournaments and Jousts, They present as

| fascinating reading as the romances of earller
| Umes,

“+1 should llke to have seen Teddy the Ready.’ he
added, 'before the great and reverend Senators and

| our fellow townsman on his splendid steed passing

the grard stand. | know | should have called
to mind Helne's description of Napoleon passing
through a conquered city.' "

But, according to the edltorial, the Newburgh
gentieman added:

“+I'1imatech Odell's hand (with Its trumps), agalnst
And Odell's horse against Teddy's bhronco,

in the race to the White House.' "
d Odell fall to play his "trumps,’’ or did his
horse balk? . A SPORT.
NEw YORK, Dec. 20,

The South and the Negre.
To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Mr, Robert M.

shop, the raliroad, the steamboat and every avenue
of physical employment were opened to him (the
negro), after his emancipation snd remaln open
10 him 10 this good hour.” What, then, Is the mean-
ing of the Southern phrase, “white man's job™?

As you say to-day. the negro question Is an In-
dustrial question. That editorial is the best thing
on the subject 1 have seen In a long time. 1 am
sending It South to-day. Groror R. WaTsoN,

NEw YORK. Dec. 1K

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUX—Sir: The readers of
THE SUN get the “best there 8™ every day, but Its
comments on the letter of a Southerner In yester-
day's paper contained the essence of good Judgment
on the one hand and of advice on the other. The
trouble with the South Is that Is public men
are too negptive for Its good. Thelr tendencey Is to
obstruct father than (o assist. Thisis as | see It
from A purely business polat of view,

Seven clghths of the Republicans of this county
are for Depew, A REPUBLICAN,

CooPRRETOWN, N. Y., Dec. 18,

The Man for Senator From New York.
From the Rochester U nfon and Adverfiser,

Ellhu Root would be a large figure In the Sen |

ale. No man in that body would overtop him. 1If |

he 1s wiiiing to serve he should be chosen withous |

& moment's hesflation. |

A Correction of Statistics Published by Our
Department of Commeree and Labeor,

To iy Eniron oy Tug Sux ~8ir: The De-

partment of Commerce and Labor at Wash-

! ington, through its Bureau of Statistics, has

Just published a statement regarding savings
deposits in different countries which, o far
as (Cenada Is concerned, is very misleading.
The figures given for Canada are as follows!
Number of depositors........oooien s 213,088
Tosal deposiis........ q . $00,771.128.00
Average deposit, ’ .14
Amount per inhabitant 109

In the firat place no date ls given, but as a
matter of fact the above figures should be
dated June 30, 1908, Comparatively fow
Canadisns deposit their money in the post
office or Government savings bapke, and
therefore the figures quoted do not “reveal
different degrees of what might be termed
the ‘saving capacity’ ~ of the people of this
country. . The Canadian banking system is so
thoroughly developed and understood that
the people place the great bulk of their sav-
ings in the chartered banks, as will be seen
from the following figures, which are taken
from the Government report of Oct. 81, 1904,
and are therefore absolutely oorrect:
Savings deposits in chartered banks. ... §816,828,000
Post ofMoe savings banks 45,287,000
Government savings banks.
Speclal savings banks (under Govern-

ment supervision)....... pessieseqesere

Total...... Viinatseivodspessh s eissnasss s $400,766,000
Besides the foregoing, there are other
savings institutions whose deposits aggregate
over $20,000,000, so that the total of what may
be called the legitimate savings of the people
of Canada amounts to not less than $420,000,-

| 000, Instead of $60,000,000, a3 quoted by the

Department of Commerce and Labor.

The post office and Government savings
banks are the only institutions that publish
the number of their depositors, so that it is
impossible to ascertain definitely the “aver-
age deposit.” 1 can, however, speak for 6ne
of the chartered banks (the Sovereign Bank
of Canada) of which I am general manager,
and this institution has over §5,000,000 of sav-
ings deposits divided among some 24,000
depositors, or about $200 per head. If this in
any criterion, the savings depositors in sl
the chartered banks of Canada would exceed
1,000,000 in number. I think I am on the safe
silde when I say that we have at least 1,600,000
savinge depositors in Canada, instead of the
213,000 0dd for which the Department of Com-
meroe and Labor gives us credit.

Teking only the figures above quoted from
the officlal returns of Ooct. 81 ($400,786,000),
we find that the "amount per inhabitant” in
Canada {s §72.87 instead of $10.09, the figures
given by the Department of Commerce and
Labor,

1 regret to trouble you about a matter of
this kind, but in justice to ourselves as well as
to the people of the United States, who are

looking for trustworthy information and have |,

a right to expect that the figures published
by the Departments of the Government at
Washington are at leest reliable, I hope you
will see your way to give these facts spacein
your paper. D. M. BSTEWART,
General Manager the Sovereign Bank of
Canada.
MoNTREAL, Dec. 19,

THE JAPANESE CAMPAIGN.

Its Defects as They Appear to an Experl
enced Military Critie.

To TRE Eptror oF THE S8UN—Sir: As the
year draws to its close interest in the war
in the Par East centres at Port Arthur. Un-
like other eventas prepared for by the Japa-
nese Ueneral Staff, the fall of Port Arthur has
not come off as prearranged. The many days
its capture was to commemorate have come
and gone, and stif ite indomitable garrison
holds out; and the probability appears to be
that the New Year will see the Russian flag
still floating over it. How much the Japanese
underestimated the Russian power of re-
gistance is shown by a passage in a letter
from Tokio dated Aug. 20, which I received
during September, and now seems worth
quoting. The writer says: “Decorations te
celebrate the fall of Port Arthur have been
up for weeks, but the grim old fortress
still stands and is likely to cost many more
thousands of lives. Wounded and sick con-
tinue to arrive at Japanese ports in batches
of hundreds nearly every day, so it seems that
more bullets found their billets than the ofi-
cial reports tell. No lists of dead and wounded
are published, and many people have not
heard from relatives in the field for months,”

The fact is that the Japanese were seduced
by their easy success at the start over the
Russian naval foroes into the belief that they
would have as little dificulty in dealing with’
the land defence of Port Arthur, and so they
clung to it with a tenacity that is admirable,

but which has marred the ?mpdcn in the
north, Harbin was and should have remained
the goal for the Japanese &ly and everything
else should have been subordinated to its at-

talnment.
Puiﬂ it |s, the Russians are holding a line from

-chong, far south on the coast of Corea,
to the upfer Yalu and from there to Mukden,
with nenrf the whole of Manchuria behind it,
and the ?-neu- chance of driving them
back behind the Riberian frontier diminishes
with every week that passes. Whether they
can recover the time and ground lost is very
problematical. Competent observers of
situation believe not, and base their judg-
ment on the easy way in which the J;r-nm
were led astray from their original plan by
what {sproved to have been an {llusion.

1t {8 true that the Russian squadron is now
definitely disposed of and that Admiral Togo
has a free hand to deal with the oncoming
Daltic fleet, but, even if he can neutralize or
destroy that force, the ultimate advantage
will be with the Power that wins on land.

A French writer {n the Paris Mafin has made
the matter one of arithmetic and asks how,
if with 190,000 Japanese to 56,000 ans at
the start of the war the first were unable to
overcome Kuropatkin, they expect to beat
down his resistance with some 400,000 men
at his disposal. Certainly in view of what has
gone before il does not appear very feasible;
and in the chances of war the reverse may

h:rp-n.

n that event the mere comnmand of the
ses would be of little use to the Japanese, as,
unless they could induce the Chi to stop
it, the trade of Manchuria could be easily
diverted from Port Arthur and Newchwang
by the railway from Sin~mln~ﬂnh:o ghan-

PANANA  CIVIL SERVICE FIGHT.

Ohdef Engineer Wallnoe Thinks e Sheuld
Hire Whom He Pleases.

WasmiNoToN, Dec. 20.—The prospect
of wserious friction over President Roose-
velt's order placing employees of the Pan-
ama Canal above the grade of ocommon
laborer and under the protection of the
classified civil service rules is patent to
Congressmen who are following the detalls
of the preliminary work that is being done
on the Isthmus. P

John P. Wallace, the chief engineer of
the canal, makes no pretenoce of knowing
how those laws and rules work out in prac-
tice, but he believes that if it is attempted
to apply them the cost of constructing the
canal will be greatly increased. He also
belisves that the chief engineer should
be olothed with authority equal to his
responsibllity.

The fact that a disagreement Is probable
was developed during the visit of the Inter-
state and Foreign Commerce Committee
to the Canal Zone. While there the oom-
mittee examined Mr. Wallace.

In answer to questions by various mem-
bers of the committee in relation to the
olassified service order, Mr. Wallace made
this significant statement: *If the order
that has been transmitted to the chief
engineer is obe
ftourm, it will oo

will v materially lengthen the time
and Incro:lz the cost o¥ the work.”

‘When asked why he objected to the order,
ua'lypnm‘lmml'#%:o rives the chief engineer

ves
of the benefit of &dpllno. or the benefit
of conducting his work on busiress prin-
diples, uniess materially modified so as to
rormlt its practical application 1o exist-
oonditions.”

t another point Representative Man
of Illinois asked Mr. Wallace if in his
Ju nt he oould do the work quioker
and with ter economy if he had n free
hand in employment of men, and to
that he answered: “Certainly.” He said
that as the character of the work is con-

| ng the application of the
claseified service system will not give that
flexibility needed when he finds it neces-
sary er men from one kind of
work to another.

A number of members by vlrio&- quee-
tions made the record show that the chief
engineer cannot so much as employ a oar-
penter unless he is an American citizen,
and then only temporarily—for thirty days
—a period for which no man will go to
the mus for employment.

Authentic informa as tothe delibera-
tions in the Nenate Committee on Interocea-
nic Canals is that if the conmittee follows
its inclinations it will report a bill before the
end of this seesion reducing the membership
of the Isthmian Canal Commission from

$12,600 to
% oontinue onl
member remains on the
Another pro| tion is to place the actual
supervision of the work under the direct
charge of Chief Engineer Wallace, with
a board of consulting engineers, chosen
solely on aocoount of the engineering work
they have performed, pmlerabﬁy in
this country, to act in an ndvlsor{ capacity.
The proposition of requiring two of t
oom: foners to be engineers has been
e T mieh Zesarrs Coie
0 n em L
Engineer anhoa. o
the commission is reduced in numbers
and salaries is no idea as to which
of the commissioners will be dropgrd.
Admiral Walker is looked upon as a fixture,
not only because he has powerful backing
but also because he has been so long iden-
tifed with the work that a commission
without him as president of it would not
seem complete.

COMES INTO HIS ESTATE.

Footbdll Guard White Drops Down From
Harvard te Take Possession.

Frederick ‘Hall White, the son of Josiah
J. White of 188 Columbia Heights, Brook-
lyn, a sophomore at Harvard, visited Brook-
lyn yesterday to enter into possession of a
fortune variously estimated at from half
& million to $3,000,000, left to him by his
mother. He became of age yesterday, and
after a visit to the office of Surrogate Church
entered into formal poasession of his fortune.
pi;o‘ml‘ White s&: his affairs have occu-

columns in W8, for
ol g e
:g)polnud ,uurdhn of the boy's estate by
o e 7 e S it
White, in hia efforts to conduct. the affairs
of thé estate in accordance with his own
ideas, ran into trouble several times. His
g ahogg il Al b
e e B fror

ment.,

Young Mr. White is a member of the
Harvard football eleven. He was guard
during the games this season, and it is
confidently expected that he will be a
strong factor the team next season.
After the legal matters had been attended
to yesterday he returned to Harvard to re-
sume hisstudies. There will be no changes
at the Columbia Heights residence, where
Mr. White senior will remain.

MILK IN SEALED CANS.

Alderman Bennet Says the Object Is te
Prevent Watering En Route.

Alderman Bennet of Brooklyn introduced
a resolution, at yesterday's meeting of the
board, requiring that all milk coming into
the city should be in cans sealed with a
metal stamp l;y the shipper. He said that
the of the resolution is to prevent
the adulteration of the milk en route.

The
H:;m:d was referred to the Committee on

Contemporary Freanch Philesophy.

A Frenchman in the London Spectator,
The Frenchman of the present day Is far from
belng the unbgliever he Is reported 1o be In English
s \ Frenchmen have more or less
fo—4, ¢.. an inquisitive—turm of mind,

and enforoed, as, of

about $7,500,
as long as the
hmus.

haikwan and the other porta on the C
coast of the Gulf of liaotung. 1t would pot

railway north of Mukden or Tieling over the
short distance to Sin-min-tin.
blockade of the coast line from the Yalu to
Newchwang would then' soon prove an un-
rofitable bueiness for the Japsnese, while
he Russians, with the resources of Manchuria
at thelr disposal, could afford to wait until
the protracted disturbance of trade brough!
the great commercial Powers to put an el
to an intolerable situation. F.
NEW YOrk, Dec, 20,

The Paritans and the Jews,
From an Address by Jsra®d Zangudll.

The men who were determined to lay the founda-
tlons of New England and place It beyond kingly
and priestly despotism were Puritans, and Purl-
tans are practically Jews.

The social llfe In New England was of the Hebrale
pattern; the schoolhouse and the meeting house

| (which s the exact English for synagogue), were
| the centres of communal life. The Mosalc civil code

influenced legisiation. The Bible was the standard
book. A day of feasting In the spring and Thanks-
giving in the autumn correspond with Jewish sacred
days. Easter and Christmas were done away with.
Sunday became Sabbath. and In Connecticut h
even began In Jewish fashlon at sundown on the
evening before. .

Jews were leading sbareholders In the West Indla
Company that bullt up New York—the company
that got its charter In that very yecar. 181. The
Hebhralo spirit founded the Umited States of Ainerica,

Mr. Skinner's Way.

To THR EDITOR oF THE SUN—Sir: Cobcerning
the measure 1o enforoe the wearing of dead birds
or feather millinery as & means of ident!fying women
of evil life, It Is implied In your paper of the 16th
fnst. that no such legislation had been suggested.
An ordinance to that effect was Airst sent 10 & mem -
ber of the Aldermanic board of this clity. He did
not Introdice It, therefore a duplicate was sent to
the board Itself. And It was received. Having been
received, It is supposed thai it will be considered.
In order that there shall be no further doubt upon
this matter I have just sent a third draft of the
measure to the Aldermen. Let mie add that I am
not and never have been a member of the Audubon
soclety. CHARLES M. SEINNER,

PBROOKLYN, Dec. 20.

Art in Arkansas,
From the Welnut Ridpe Rlade.
Chubby Spades, the artist, s stlll wielding the
brueh on B rsigraceof Senator MeColl ot Porie.

"‘

he continued |

| by J. M. Guyau.

take very long to construct a connecting line { 484 & man Mmay 05t be rreligions 4 all although be
from some golnt of the South Manchurian !

does not choose to atiach himeelf to any special
creed.

Now, Frenchmen consider thelr phllosophy more
humane, and, indeed. more lofty, than Christianity
as they have secn It at work In France for several
centuries, and any one desirous to know what that
phllosophy 1s will do well to read the two highly
Interesting books. “Esquisse d'une Morale sans Ob-
ligation ni Sanction™ and “L'Irréligion de I'Avenir,”
The nfivence of those two books
on modern French thought and pdlitics is immense,
as great as that of Rousseau at the end of the eigh-
teenth century: now no one, unless thoroughly oon-
versant with them, can lay clalm to complete under~
standing of things pertaining to France and the
French. "

There is at the present moment In Framce a higher
phllosophlc culture than Is thought of abroad: and,
Indeed, one which accounts for much of the general
tendency of the polley of that country either g%
home or in relation to forelgn countries.

The Ceusus of British Seuth Africa.
From the London Geographicel Jowrnel,

The tabulated results of the census of the various
South African oolonies, carried out early in the
present year, are;

Whites. Colored. Total,
580,350 1.826,172 2,408 562
300,325 1,083,976 1,854,200
148,419 M1.626 385,048

Cape Colony.... VP

Transvaal and Swarlland
Orange River Colony . ..
Southern Rhodesia....... 12,623 SErTe)
Natalooooooo o 97,100 18788 | om0

The increase In the total population
Colony s 67.61 per cent. since l.': while :LO;;.
centages for the white and colored population are
63.08 and §8.68, respectively. In the Orange River
Colony the percentages to total population of white
and colored, respectively. which In 1880 had been
37.45 and €2.56, amounted In 1904 to 37.25 and @.75,
respectively, or a very slight increase of natives.
The relative increase of natives since 1850 Iy, howe
ever, much more conslderable. In Soutbern Rho-
desla the total net Increase of whites has been 1,501
in the last three years. The colored population
of the Transvaal includes & small proportion (1.7
per cent. of total population) of non-native
while in Natal the number of Indlans sione
100,818,

————————————
A Parchase in Maine.
Frem (he Aroostook Republican.

A lady entered & Fort Falrfield grocery store one
day and told the clerk that she wanted 1o buy an
“empty barrel of Sour g8 she wished to make a hen-
coop for her dog.” . W BRSNS S

, unless it is modified,

FLOWER MARKET AT QUT RATES,

Growers Themselves Run It te Cat Out
Middiemen—Opened Yesterday,

A out rate in cut flowers was begun
yeaterday with the opening of a flower
market in Forty-fourth street near Del-
monico’s. The market purports to be
the cutgrowth of dictatorial methods on
the part of jobbers and of overcharging

It s said to be manage

growers, who propose to make the haughty

Jobbers and get on the low price
band wagon of go out of business.

good sized job to ne.

tiate, as the combination admits, but

ts members say they are abundantly

to handle it. They proposa

that flowers shall direct from the

grower to the buyer, ere are to be no

middlemen to ewell prices at any stage

roceeding.

flower

oSy
the man

ween
for profit and the man

ers for pleasure the com-

mﬁﬂndncojm that much

. Then, again,

no fancy rents to pay and

stores to keep up.

at Yo'cloe.k this mom{ln%'

t C. , manager of the

new flower m.c."ﬁ."f evening, “and we

have been doing excellent business all

y. We undersell the regular dealers

80, 75 and even 100 or more per cent.,

8 ht through on all flowers we handle.

For tance, there are some American

Beauty roses. We are sell them for §3

a dozen. You”would have to pay from

$7 to $10 a dozen for them at any well

pped retail store. There are some

ns. Our price is $1.50

a dozen, The retailers ask $3 for

them. Then, , there are some law-

son carnations. You may possibly have

heard of Lawson. We get a dollar for
them; the retailers ask $2.

“This trouble in the flower trade dafes
back some years. It began with the whole-
ealers d!fpl.ng into the retall businees.

t on the sly at first
came out into the open and
They sold flowers t and
quantities at whol lmfrrlcn That and
other things demorali the trade until
finally the growers got ted and or-
zod [tm:ﬁ ﬁompﬁey to handle their owln
1o t ena! a good many people
in New York to have flowers on their ub?u
who never thought they could afford to
bave them.”

BOLOS FOR OUR TROOPS.

Shetguns, Tee, Gen. Wood Advises in His
Report on Mindanao Department.

WasHINGTON, Dec. 20.—Gen. Leonard
Wood, commander of the Department
of Mindanao, P. I., in his annual report,
just made public by the War Department,
among other things recommends that
the troops of the department be equipper
with machetes or bolos. Gen. Wood re-
marks that there should be at least twenty
of the wela bom 'ln noth oon‘lpmy nnd“u:‘alt
they wou o use in openi s
as well as in the ﬁ?iﬁ. . g
is homn::;uupocﬁﬁm thomuind th rt,

also ur on grou! at
it would make poulb{e the establishment
of a large t at Marahui, 2,400 feet above
the sea and one of the most healthful spots
in the islands.

The native soldier receives much at-
tention in the report. The native socout
as he is clothed now by the Government
is laboring under a great disadvantage.
Accustomed to clothing weighing but a
few ounces, he received aipuel that
{8 much heavier, and he is unable to travel
as well as before. The , too, are a
great source of trouble with the scouts,
and a meohlly made shoe is recommended.
When the scout is on a long march he gen-
erally takes his Government shoes off and
travels barefooted, the shoes.
to each o'h.:t gl foun:god -ndm

com ron i a
number of lw“’ are cludyto show why
this should be done. Gen. Wood says that
a repeating shotgun loaded with buck-
shot is moat valuable in the Philippines,
where soldiers are constantly being rushed.

JOKE STIRS THE CABINET.,

What Does Hitchcock Mean by Toe Honest
to Be Eleoted?

WasBINGTON, Dec. 20.—Attorney-General
Moody came from the White House this
morning with a story about serious dis-
sensions in the Cabinet.

Secretarv Hitchoock was with him,
as |t was the regular Cabinet meeting day.

“What do you think of Hitchoock,” said
Mr. Moody, “who has been a member of
the Cabinet for seven years and Ambassa-
dor I don't know how many years, but has
never been elected to office. He tells the
President of the United States, in the
presence of Mr. Shaw, Mr. Wilson, myself
and other members of the Cabinet who
have been elected by tbwle. and wilh
the apparent approval r. Hay, Mr.
Morton and others who haven't been, that
a certain man whom he mentions was too
honest to be elected to office.”

“It has caused a good of dissension
in the Cabinet,” concluded . Moody.

RICE IN PARSQN'S PLACE.

To Be Made Acting Chief Engineer to the
R.T. Beard fer the Present.

The Rapid Transit Commission's commit-
tee on contraots decided yesterday to recom-
mend the appointment of Deputy Chief En-
gineer Rice as acting Chief Engineer of the
Rapid Transit Commission,te fill the vacancy
left by William Barclay Parsons, who will
retire at the end of the It is under-
stood that this is to

‘ppoinm:g. Mr. Rioe obh’! engineer in a
few months.
From 1887 to 1801 Mr. Rice was oneof the
of the

market is to be a so rt
, where the public
flowers at about the

ors.

r sought his assistance in
working out the plans for building th
ngd transit system in this city. and in

he was appointed deputy chief en-
gineer to the commiesion.

HUNGARY HOLDS HER.

Will Lot Her Sall Freom an Austrian Port
Only, Net a German.

Mrs. Marie Burger of 128 East 1015t street

asked Commissioner of Immigration Wil-

ve aoccompanying her

authorities

let them Jeave the ocountrs

y did so by Fiume or Trieste,

sent them back to the native place

er. Commissioner Williams

. Mrs. Burger to the State Depart-
men

ROOSEVELT COMING HERF.

Wil Aitend the Republiean Clab’s Linceln
Birthday Dinner.
WasEINGTON, Deo. 20—President Roose-
velt told Willlam D. Murphy this morning
that he would aoccept the invitation re

cently extended to him to attend the Lin
ooln "Birthday dinner of the Republican
Club of New York in that city on Feb. 13.

Site for New Breokiyn Aocadem) Abeut
v Belected.

The committee on sites of the new Brook-
Iyn Academy of Music has about decided.
it is sald, upon the south side of Lafayet(*
avenue between Fort Greene place and
8t. Felix street, Brooklyn. It has a front-
age of 176 feet on Lafayette avenue and 4

of 215 feet. The price is said to be
thing in the way of closing the
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